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Memory Verses 
for Premarital/Marital Counseling 

 
God commands us to treasure and obey His Word. I ask that you memorize Scripture as part of 
counseling. Please select a Scripture passage from each major section. For the longer passages, you 
can select a few verses. You may also select verses not listed here. (All Scriptures ESV translation.) 
 
We covenant to memorize and reflect on the following Scriptures during our counseling: 

Topic Scripture(s) to Memorize 

I. God's Design for 
Marriage 

 

 

II. On Loving Relationships 
 

 

III. On Marital Purity 
 

 

IV. Marriage & Divorce 
 

 

 

I. On God's Design for Marriage 
1. Genesis 2:24-25 

24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they 
shall become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.  

 
2. Mark 10:6-9  

6 But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7 ‘Therefore a man 
shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, 8 and the two shall become one 
flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. 9 What therefore God has joined together, let 
not man separate.”  

 
3. Ephesians 5:22-33  

22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the 
wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the 
church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.  

25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that 
he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he 
might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that 
she might be holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as 
their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, 
but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his 
body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the 
two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ 
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and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see 
that she respects her husband.  

4. Colossians 3:18-21  
18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, 
and do not be harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases 
the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.  

 
5. 1 Peter 3:1-7  

3 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the 

word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they see 
your respectful and pure conduct. 3 Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair 
and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— 4 but let your adorning be the 
hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in 
God’s sight is very precious. 5 For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn 
themselves, by submitting to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. 
And you are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening.  

7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the 
woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your 
prayers may not be hindered. 

 
II. On Loving Relationships 
1. Colossians 3:12-17, 13 on forgiveness 

12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one 
has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together 
in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

2. 1 John 4:7-8 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of 
God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

 
3. Proverbs 15:1 - Soft answers 
      A soft answer turns away wrath,  

but a harsh word stirs up anger.  
 
4. Proverbs 31:30 - Praise the woman who fears the Lord 

     30     Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain,  
but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.  
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5. Proverbs 19:14 - A good wife comes from the Lord 
     14     House and wealth are inherited from fathers,  

but a prudent wife is from the LORD.  
 
6. Romans 12:15-18 

15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one 
another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 
17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18 If 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

 

III. On Marital Purity 
1. Psalm 119:9-11 – for purity’s sake 

         9 How can a young man keep his way pure?  
By guarding it according to your word.  

     10     With my whole heart I seek you;  
let me not wander from your commandments!  

     11     I have stored up your word in my heart,  
that I might not sin against you.  

 
2. Proverbs 6:27-29 - Danger of coveting another's wife 

     27     Can a man carry fire next to his chest  
and his clothes not be burned?  

     28     Or can one walk on hot coals  
and his feet not be scorched?  

     29     So is he who goes in to his neighbor’s wife;  
none who touches her will go unpunished.  

 
3. 1 Corinthians 6:18-20 – Glorify God in your body 

18 Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the 
sexually immoral person sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for 
you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

 

IV. On Marriage & Divorce 
1. Matthew 5:31-32 

31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But 
I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, 
makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.  

 

2. Mark 10:11-12 
11 And he said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery 
against her, 12 and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”  


