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Premarital Counseling Covenant 
 

Marriage is an institution given to us by God and therefore flourishes within God’s 

intended design. A minister who takes the responsibility of performing the wedding 

ceremony is under joyful obligation to see that God is honored. He must be faithful to 

biblical principles as well as maintain his convictions. 

 

Premarital counseling is not mandated by Scripture. Nevertheless, it is biblical and wise 

to seek counsel for significant decisions. So, it is my practice to require a period of 

counseling for any couple that requests my participation in performing their wedding. I 

ask the prospective couple to make a covenant with each other and with me as explained 

below. I ask that we agree to this covenant before starting premarital counseling. 

 

Spiritual Qualifications 

1. Both must be in the same spiritual standing before God, what the Bible calls 

“equally yoked.” 

 

2. Both must be free to marry based upon biblical grounds. (Never before married; 

widowed; or divorced upon biblical grounds. In case of divorced persons, I 

reserve the right, after discussion of relevant information, to determine whether I 

feel it appropriate for me to perform the wedding.) 

 

3. For Christians, both must understand and (for Christians) be committed to the 

biblical pattern of marriage (e.g., permanency of marriage, marriage roles) and 

agree to strive towards this biblical pattern from the time of this covenant. This 

includes a commitment to live sexually pure, participate in the life of the local 

church, and other basic Christian commitments.  

 

Emotional Qualifications 

1. Both must be able to understand and accept the responsibility of marriage. 

 

2. Both must be committed to and growing in their ability to resolve interpersonal 

problems as guided by the wisdom of Scripture. 

 

3. Both must have a realistic view of and appreciation for the other person. 

 

4. If either of the couple has been through a divorce, that person(s) shall have gone 

through post-divorce counseling to better prepare for a healthy future marriage. 

 

Other Qualifications 

 There may be other issues not listed that would prevent me from agreeing to 

perform a wedding in good conscience. I will assess qualifications during the counseling 

process. I will do my best to raise any concerns in a gentle, loving, and supportive way. I 

will make a determination of these qualifications early enough in the process to give the 

couple time to make alternate arrangements if I cannot in good conscience perform the 

ceremony and the couple still desires to marry at their original date. Should this be the 

case, I humbly ask the couple to prayerfully consider my recommendation and to respect 

my commitment to well-founded marriages, even if they do not agree with my 

assessment. 
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Course of Counseling 

1. Time and Sessions 

a. Counseling should begin at least 6 months prior to the intended wedding 

date (earlier is desirable). 

b. A minimum of 6 sessions prior to the wedding, and 1 session after the 

wedding are required. The post-wedding session should be within 6-12 

months of the wedding. (Under special circumstances, we could combine 

some of the premarital session is, for example, the one or both of the 

couple lives out of town.)  

c. In addition to our premarital counseling sessions, the couple will attend a 

marriage conference, (e.g., Family Life Conference, Marriage Builders, 

Home Improvement Ministries, etc.) 

 

Note: Should more sessions be necessary to explore in greater depth areas of special 

need, the couple should be willing to invest the resources necessary to ensure a solid 

foundation for their marriage. 

 

2. Assignments 

a. The couple must take any assigned inventory (such as the 

PREPARE/ENRICH, or Taylor-Johnson Temperament Analysis (TJTA). 

b. The couple must acquire and work through resources related to marriage 

(books, recorded seminars, etc.) 

c. Couple will memorize assigned Bible verses on marriage and 

relationships. 

d. The couple agrees to complete other assignments given during the course 

of counseling. 

 

3. Miscellaneous 

a. The premarital counseling is part of my ministry and commitment to you. 

Because of that, and because of your own desire to start your marriage 

strong, I expect you to commit to spending resources needed to make a 

responsible covenant of marriage before God. 

b. There is room for flexibility in the wedding ceremony as long as it is in 

good taste and within my abilities. Note, that a usual Christian wedding 

can take up to 60 minutes. Please note this when reserving a venue. 

 

Agreement 

Having prayerfully read the above, we commit ourselves to willingly comply with these 

stipulations.  

 

Print Name:___________________ Signed:________________________ Date:_______ 

 

Print Name:___________________ Signed:________________________ Date:_______ 

 

                                                    Enoch Liao________________________ Date:_______ 


