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Sermon: Grace to Whom God Gives Grace 

Series: Offensive Grace (2) 

Bible Passage: Matthew 20: 1-16 

 

Good morning. My name is Enoch and I’m one of the pastors here. If you have a Bible, would 

you please take it and open up to the New Testament gospel of Matthew 20. We’re going to be 

focusing our attention on verses 1-16. I’ll be reading from the English Standard Verison. This is 

the Word of the Lord: 

20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius 

a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And going out about the third hour he saw others 

standing idle in the marketplace,4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and 

whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and 

the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found 

others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They said to 

him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard 

too.’ 8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the 

laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9 And when 

those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when 

those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also 

received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the 

house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us 

who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’13 But he replied to one of 

them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a 

denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give 

to you.15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you 

begrudge my generosity?’16 So the last will be first, and the first last.” 

Let’s pray together please. 

Gracious heavenly Father, as we consider Your word, we ask that you would remind us again 

of this gospel, this good news. Calvin just reminded us in prayer and we celebrate today, Palm 

Sunday, the day where we celebrate Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem when the crowds 

cheered Him on as the coming king although His coronation would not be with a golden crown 

but a crown of thorns. Father, as we consider Holy Week, whether we attend church here 

regularly part of the BCEC family, whether we’re visiting, or whether we’re only coming to 

church now, maybe the first time in awhile, we ask that You would show us, if You are truly 

real, make yourself more real to us. You have done so by giving Your son on the cross and 

giving us Your holy spirit. Move in us as we look at Your word. Make it profitable. In Jesus 

name. Amen. 
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When I was in college at UCLA, my fourth year, my roommates and I lived in an apartment off 

campus for the first time. UCLA, being in Los Angeles, is a really spread out campus. My 

furthest class took me about an hour to walk to. My fourth year, when we had moved off 

campus, we came to a new experience. We live even farther from campus, so what do you do 

when you pull an all nighter and have to turn in a paper? An all-nighter is when you decide to 

stay up all night because you love what you’re doing so much and you can’t stop – that and you 

probably didn’t start until that night. At UCLA, I had two majors, one of them being a 

humanities major, so I had to write a lot of papers.  

There was one particular class that both my roommate and I were taking. We had a final paper 

that comprised of something like 50% of our final grade. Both my roommate and I had to turn 

this in. I’m a terrible procrastinator. I never studied in high school and I didn’t study in college 

until my very last year. I had very bad study habits. I don’t know how I passed, but God in His 

mercy let me. My senior year, I began to buckle down, and I began to see that studying usually 

translates to higher grades. Studying usually translates to mastery of the material. I never really 

believed that before, I don’t know why.  

My roommate and I both had this paper due. If we had to walk, it would probably take us more 

than an hour to get to that class. By car, however, was like an 8 minute drive. One of our other 

roommates had a car and he said he would drive us both to turn in our paper. My roommate that 

was in that class with me not only had the final paper we both had to do, but he had another 

paper for another class. While I had to pull an all nighter for one paper, he had to pull an all 

nighter for two papers. When the morning comes and it’s time to go, my roommate has to go to 

class for a final exam and he hasn’t finished his paper. I tell him, “Come on, you gotta finish your 

paper. I will even turn it in to the professor for you if you can give it to me.” He says, “No, I tried 

but I can’t finish this paper. I have to go to my other final.” My roommate with the car said, 

“Come on, we can wait for you.” I even said, “I can take half a grade down and turn it in a little 

late if you just need another twenty minutes.” He finally said, “No no no, just go.” 

Here I am feeling so bad for my roommate and wishing that I could do anything to help him. My 

roommate drives me over to turn in my paper and as I’m going to turn in my paper, I think 

about my roommate who couldn’t finish his paper and how he’s probably get a grade and a half 

or more docked down. As I’m putting my paper in the turn-in box, I see a note from our 

professor that said, “Deadline extended one week.” Just a moment ago, I was feeling sorry for 
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my roommate and thinking, “I wish God that there was something you could do for my 

roommate.” God answered my prayer, but I felt a different feeling. I thought I would feel happy 

for him, but instead I just felt, “I just spent all night finishing this paper and I’m turning it on 

time!” Being the good Christian, I was only upset for a week or two.  

I think if you can relate to this idea where you have spent diligent time in preparation, have laid 

out your plans, and stuck with your plans, and someone else hasn’t. When other people have 

flaked or failed, you were able to endure and persevere. When other people were wavering, you 

stuck to it, and you delivered on time. In those situations, you might have felt a little bit of 

compassion for those who didn’t quite make it, thinking “oh man, if only you had more time or 

tried harder” and you might have even tried to help them in some way— only to realize all the 

hard work you did went to waste because even though you stayed up all night to get something 

done on time, your professor rewards someone else for being lazy, overcommitted, or for having 

poor time management.  

The Bible calls that pride, specifically spiritual pride. Today, we’re in our second of four parts of 

this series titled Offensive Grace. A lot of the time, it is easy for us to think that the gospel is 

offensive only to those outside the faith of Christianity. The moral teaching of Jesus can be 

offensive. The exclusive teaching of Jesus can be offensive. The fact that Jesus says there is a 

heaven, which a lot of people seem to be okay with, and that there is a hell, which a lot of people 

seem to not be okay with, is offensive. There are so many things about the gospel that is 

offensive to a lot of people. 

However, this passage is unique. This passage talks about how grace, the grace of God, is 

offensive – not to those outside of the church. Jesus is going to target other believers who get 

offended by the grace of God, specifically offended by the mercy and grace God extends to 

someone who comes to faith later in life.  

This morning, there are three points as we build on this idea of the kind of offensive grace, the 

spiritual pride, among all people (you don’t have to be a Christian to have spiritual pride): 

1. What is the occasion for spiritual pride? 

How does it arise? What is the setting in which it comes out? 

2. How can we tell if we struggle with spiritual pride? 

How can we look into our hearts? Is there a way to see? Is there a time to examine our hearts 

and see “oh, maybe I have more spiritual pride than I thought.” 

3. How does Jesus respond to spiritual pride? 
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1. What is the occasion for spiritual pride? 

The answer is kind of anti-climactic. Spiritual pride is this: spiritual pride can arise because God 

calls people to salvation at all ages and life stages. God is working to save people and bring 

people into a faith relationship with the lord Jesus Christ with little children and people who 

have lived long lives. We see this because in this parable, there is the story of vineyard owner. A 

lot of this parable has to do with things that were more relevant to that time and culture but may 

be more foreign to us, so let me explain it before we get into the text. 

In those days, a lot of the work, especially around harvest time, was a day labor sort of situation. 

Field owners looked at their fields and would think about the kind of workers they need that 

day. As it got closer to the harvest and field owners needed more workers, they would go to the 

market place and hire more people. This vineyard owner, this master of the house, was doing 

typical stuff for that day and age. People would show up at the market place and the field owners 

would just choose workers, often based on how capable they looked, and would bring them back 

to their fields to work for the day. It was a normal thing. It’s kind of like here in Chinatown and 

the South End area where people will wait on street corners waiting to see if they get work for 

today.  

With that, we take a look at Matthew 20, starting at verse 1, and I want you to see the vineyard 

owner is hiring workers all throughout the day: 

20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius 

a day, he sent them into his vineyard.  

A denarius is considered a fair day’s wage. In fact, some commentators say that a denarius is a 

generous day’s wage. It essentially means, “I’m going to pay you a day’s wage for a day’s work.” 

People start their day at 6 AM because workers know that field owners want to get started right 

away while there is daylight.  

 3 And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace,4 and 

to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So 

they went.  

This is a little bit later in the day. Three hours later, the other workers had been working about 

three hours. For whatever reason, the field owner goes to check out the market place for more 

workers and sees the 9 AM crowd –maybe they didn’t wake up early enough or they weren’t as 
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desirable as the 6 AM crowd. The field owner essentially says to them, “You guys are still 

standing here too? 9 AM and you still don’t have a job yet? Come on and go work.” They ask, 

“Well, what are you going to pay us?” and the field owner replies, “I’ll pay you what’s right. I’ll 

treat you fairly.” Let’s continue. 

Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And about the 

eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you 

stand here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to 

them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’  

Let’s just get the scene now. The field owner goes to the market at 6 AM and probably gets the 

strongest, most capable, most dependable workers because those are the people who are 

motivated; they’re there at 6 AM.  He goes again at 9 AM and finds more workers and gives 

them work. He goes out again at noon. Come on, you and I know the stereotypes. What kind of 

people wake up at noon? He goes out and tells them to work for him. At 3 PM, I don’t even know 

why workers are even at the market still since the sun is way past its high point. The field owner 

says, “Come work for me and I’ll pay you what’s right.” It reaches 5 PM and this owner goes out 

again to the market. Here Jesus gives a little bit more conversation. The owner asks, “Why are 

you standing here idly all day?” and the people said, “Because no one has hired us.” 

In an American context, you might think, “How come you got an F?” “Well because the teacher 

didn’t give me an A…” This isn’t exactly what is happening here. These workers aren’t 

necessarily lazy people. Some of them might have woken up late, but regardless of when they 

woke up, they are, as the parable shows, the people that are left over. No one has hired them all 

day. We see that because they even said, “We’ve been here all day and no one has hired us.” 

Jesus is saying: I want you to think about people who are seen as worthless, seen as not strong 

and capable workers.  

Just imagine now that you are one of the workers. You got there at 6 AM, bright and early. It hits 

9 AM, you’ve been working and sweating for three hours, and you see another truck load of 

workers coming in. You’re doing your work, it hits noon and you’re taking your noon meal, and 

there is another truck load of people coming in. You’re still working, it hits 3 PM and you’ve 

worked nine hours (which isn’t abusive – that was normal; they worked when the sun came up 

until when the sun went down) and you see another truck load of workers come in. At 5 PM, you 

see a truck arrive and you’re thinking, “It’s about time. Is that truck taking us back to the marke 

place?” No. It’s got more workers on it. It creates this situation where people are coming to work 
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for the owner at different times. This already, whether you’re Christian or not, creates a very 

problematic situation.  

A couple years ago, I led a high school small group. We were talking about this concept and I 

posed a question. I want you to imagine two people: one person has grown up in the faith and 

came to know the Lord early on. Since then, he or she has led a life sacrificing for God and was a 

faithful mother, husband, or whatever the case may be. This person chose a difficult career, did 

not earn much money at all but obeyed Jesus Christ, and eventually ended up in a hospital 

because this person is now on his or her deathbed. This person led a hard, but faithful life 

serving others and loving Jesus.  

Now imagine another person who, as early as he could speak, was cheating people. He was 

clever, would never get caught, would cheat and lie, would have no problem with using people, 

and got rich super early on in life. People thought he was ruthless, but people hired him because, 

at the end of the day, he delivered the bottom line for the company. This guy was known for 

living a lavish, selfish life. He’s also at the end of his life and the two people are now together in 

this hospital room, moments away from death.  

You have this person who has lived a very unknown, sacrificial, hard life for Jesus Christ and 

this other person who has lived a very luxurious, selfish life together in this hospital (I don’t 

know why they would be in the same hospital, but just follow me with this). Just imagine, this 

pastor comes in and says, “I understand the doctors talked about how things are looking.” The 

guy says, “Pastor, is there any hope for me?” The pastor replies, “Yeah, there is hope. You just 

have to believe in Jesus and trust in Him and He will forgive your sins. It’s a free gift from God. 

It cost His son His life, but He gives it to us out of grace.” This man, who has used and abused 

people and who has walked over thousands of people, gets saved. Both people die and they both 

go to heaven. 

You might think “Wow, really?” or “So I can live up to the age of 80 and just do whatever I want, 

sleep with whoever I want, eat and drink whatever I want, spend money on whatever I want, and 

then right before I die, croak ‘forgive me Jesus’ and then just go to heaven. Is that what I can 

do?” The boys in my high school group began to raise questions and say things like, “Wow, that 

just doesn’t seem fair” or “You’re telling me that this person who has been a cruel, selfish jerk all 

his life goes to heaven? Just because of that last moment of life? Really?”  

Let’s take a look at the passage, starting in verse 8: 
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8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the 

laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9 And when 

those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 

Just imagine. All the workers are standing there and it’s pay time. It’s probably about 6 PM. 

They paid the last group of workers first, so there 5 PM group gets paid, each a denarius. At this 

point, I think everyone is really happy. The guys who came in at 5 PM are thinking, “Wow, I get 

a whole day’s pay for an hour of work?” or “Thanks idiot” or “Wow, well I’m going to come to 

work tomorrow at 5pm.” Meanwhile, the earlier workers are probably thinking, “Huh, if you get 

a day’s wage for one hour… and I worked twelve hours…” What is Jesus saying through this 

parable?  

10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of 

them also received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the 

house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us 

who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat. 

This leads us to the second point. The first point was posed the question: what is the occasion in 

which spiritual pride arises? God brings people to love and follow Him at all ages. Abraham was 

called when he was 75 years old. I don’t think most of us are quite there yet.  

There is a lot in this passage about the importance and dignity of work. There is also a lot about 

how God gives hope to people of all ages. It doesn’t matter how long you’ve been praying for 

someone to know Jesus or how old you are and how long you’ve forsaken Jesus; there is hope. 

First, the occasion is that Jesus saves people at all ages. 

 

2. How can you tell if your heart harbors spiritual pride? 

Here is the answer: by how you respond to God’s mercy to others. That is how you can tell. You 

can’t tell by how your heart feels when God is good to you because you probably feel pretty good. 

The way to tell if you and I harbor spiritual pride is how we look at things when God is merciful 

to someone else, especially someone who just got here, someone who was “living it up”, someone 

who was causing all these problems, etc. 

 This realization came very recently to me in my life because I had the conflicting motives and 

intentions. All three of my boys take a martial arts class in the mornings on Saturdays. This past 

winter has been so busy between conferences, retreats, traveling, weddings, etc. It turns out 

that, of my three boys, only two of them went to almost all the classes, while one of my boys only 
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made it to about half the classes. The two that regularly attend class attend the last class and, at 

the start of the next term, they will receive their belt. I thought it was pretty nice of the 

instructor to give them their next belt because they missed at least one or two of the six classes. 

The boy that missed many of his classes also didn’t make the first class of the new term. I wasn’t 

sure if he was going to get his next belt, so I tried to mentally prepare him. He returns the 

second week of the new term, and to my surprise, he gets his next belt.  

Here I am looking at this situation: on one hand, I’m the father of the two boys who went to the 

classes, who sweat, got their bruises, fell on the ground, got scraped, and worked hard, and they 

got their belts. I’m grateful because they technically might not deserve it, but he gave it to them. 

This other kid [my other son] got a belt even though he missed half of the classes. Part of me is 

thinking, “What is this? Is this just a way to keep kids in the program, paying the fee? Does  this 

belt even mean anything?” On the other hand, this other kid is my son too and how do I feel? I 

don’t think he really deserves it, although he is probably the most technically proficient of the 

group. He missed a bunch of classes and doesn’t deserve this belt, but I’m thankful that the 

teacher would extend this kindness. My gratitude and my pride are butting heads! 

This is God’s way of saying: you and I will know what is in our hearts when we see His mercy on 

other people. If it’s your kid that is pulling the all nighter in college and you’re calling your son 

or daughter and he or she tells you that the professor extended the deadline, you  might say, 

“What?! How can your professor do that? Give me his/her email address and phone number! 

I’m going to send them a SnapChat of me looking really angry.” If you’re the parent of the 

student who would have turned in the paper late, you might say, “Really? Wow, give me their 

email. I want to thank them for being so understanding during this really busy time in the 

semester.”  

That tells me it’s not really about the master’s or the teacher’s generosity. It’s really about my 

own self-absorbed concern about who receives grace. If I personally care about the one who 

receives grace, I think, “Oh, what a nice master” or “Oh, what a nice teacher”. If that was my 

husband or my father who was working at 5 PM and received a denarius, I would think, “Thank 

you sir, thank you sir, thank you sir.” However, if that was my husband or father who started 

working at 6 AM and comes back with the same pay, I would think, “What a stupid, stingy, 

unfair, inequitable master!” Here’s the conclusion: we are focused on ourselves. That’s self-

absorbed and what the Bible calls pride. 
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We should not judge generosity based on who receives it. Generosity is tells us more about the 

one who is giving, not the one who is receiving. That’ leads us to our third point. We have this 

situation where workers who begin at 6 AM and workers who begin at 5 PM are getting the same 

pay – one denarius a week. I’m sure you can understand why these guys are upset. How does 

Jesus respond? 

 

3. How does Jesus respond to spiritual pride? 

Jesus responds in two ways. We’ll see that and then we’ll take away a few points on how we can 

apply this to our lives. I want you to see that Jesus responds in two ways: a warning and an  

11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last 

worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden 

of the day and the scorching heat.’13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you 

no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go. I 

choose to give to this last worker as I give to you.15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose 

with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity? 

Commentators talk about whether Jesus is being harsh with this person or not. I read it in a way 

that was not harsh because I agree with the commentators that say Jesus addressed him as 

friend. That’s the word Jesus includes there to let us know that He is not speaking in an angry 

tone; he’s saying, “Friend, I gave you what we agreed upon. Be thankful for receiving a good 

day’s wage. Go back and provide for your family. It’s my money. I haven’t wronged you. You did 

a day’s work and I paid you a day’s wage. It’s totally legitimate. So what if I have my wage and I 

want to be generous with this person? Are you mad at my generosity? Or are you mad that you 

didn’t get something you wanted?”  

Jesus does two things: he warns us against spiritual pride. Are we saying, “God, that’s not fair! I 

believe in justice! I believe in being equitable! That’s why I’m mad!” Or are you just mad that 

God is showing exceeding mercy to someone else? You might think, “God! What is this? I live 

my whole life for You! I made my career choices for You! I live on the straight and narrow! I take 

the high road when it comes to ethics at work! I’ve given up opportunities for other things for 

You!” God says in response to that, “Are you really concerned with justice? Or are you just 

begrudging and jealous and bitter at my exceeding generosity towards your neighbor?” 

That is what Jesus is warning us: be careful because you and I may not be so much concerned 

with justice as we think. What if it was you that was working starting the eleventh hour? You 
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might be thanking the master. This shows that we are totally inconsistent when it comes to 

justice and we’re totally consistent when it comes to ourselves.  

The encouragement is there and it is implicit. It is technically not in the parable, but Jesus is 

implicitly stating it in the parable. Let’s take a look at verse 16: 

16 So the last will be first, and the first last.” 

This is how the last will be first and the first will be last. You have to look at the context. If you 

have a Bible, would you look at the end of chapter 19? Right before chapter 20 verse 1, chapter 

19 verse 30 says something very similar to this.  

Basic Bible studies show that you’ve got this concept at the start of the passage and at the end of 

the passage. This must be the bracketing thing. What comes even before that? There is a rich 

young ruler who goes to Jesus and asks Him what he needs to do to get eternal life and Jesus 

tells him to give up everything he has and to follow Him and the rich, young ruler can’t do it. 

Then, Peter, probably the number one apostle, says to Jesus, “Jesus, we’ve given up everything 

for you .What is in it for us? I’m Peter. I’m the rock. I’m going to be crucified upside down 

because I won’t deem it worthy of me to die like the way my savior died. I’m going to give up 

everything. What is in it for me?” Jesus says kindly, “You’re going sit on a throne and rule and 

judge with me over Israel, but many of the first will be last and many of the last will be first. Let 

me tell you a parable about that…”  

This is how the first will be last and the last will be first. The first will be last because their 

spiritual pride will bring them down. The last will be first, not because they have good works, 

but because they have a good lord. That is the only way. Here it comes down to this: none of us 

deserves anything. The master looks at the workers in the marketplace, and he could choose to 

not hire any of them. He could choose to go elsewhere to hire workers or choose to pay them a 

much lower wage. It is his money and his field. God in His mercy says, “I invite you into my 

family by believing in my son’s work on the cross for you.” 

The Bible does talk about eternal rewards. Heaven is not the same for everybody, but everyone 

who is a believer gets eternal life. In the Bible, Jesus talks about storing up riches in heaven, so 

there is definitely a gradation of rewards in heaven, but that’s a whole sermon in itself. At the 

end of this passage, he is saying, “You are all going to get eternal life, but none of you deserve it.”  

So, my friends, this is the offensive grace of our savior. It sounds really good because we think, 

“Oh! I want this person to be saved! I’m praying on his behalf, caring for him, sharing with him. 
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I want this guy to know the love of Jesus!” Then God saves this person and starts blessing his 

life. Then all of a sudden, this guy has everything you want and you begin to think, “God, don’t I 

get more for all the years I’ve been faithful to you?” Do you remember who else says that? 

In the gospel of Luke, he says, “Father, I have been by your side all this time. Your younger son 

went out and gallivanted in the city. He spent money on prostitutes. He comes back, yet, Father, 

I have never left you and you don’t even give me a goat to have with my friends.” That is the 

prodigal’s son’s older brother.  

This is offensive grace – offensive to those of us who have the privilege of being God’s children 

and knowing Jesus longer. Friends, you know, the rest of the sermons are about how this 

concept is offensive, especially to non-believers. But for today, I ask you: do we really believe in 

the grace of God? Do we still believe in the grace of God? Is his grace enough? Because, you 

know what? There are people you are praying for that you will see in heaven. Although I don’t 

believe that you can actually feel bitter in heaven because I believe that God’s love casts that out, 

but if you can imagine, will you really be happy if someone who lives a life of utter selfishness 

and destruction gets into heaven when you’ve lived your life for the Lord all these years? You 

won’t be happy if you think that we earn it and deserve it. However, you will be happy for 

everybody that receives this gift if we realize that none of us do. 

I think the take-away is this: imagine if Jesus gives the worst person you know. I don’t mean a 

historical figure because those people are too abstract. I mean the person at work you hate. The 

person at school you can’t stand. Let’s get real. They aren’t a dictator or anything like that, but 

they’re worse because you have to see them. What if God saved that person? Would you think, 

“Man, that’s messed up! All that they’ve done and they still get to go to heaven?”  

Jesus says that this is what the kingdom of heaven is like, and we’re thankful for that.  

Let’s pray.  

 

Gracious Father, look into our hearts. I’m a pastor and it’s easy for me to think about all the 

things that I have done, all the choices I have made, and the lifestyle that my kids and my 

family have, and commit this sin. Forgive us and show in our hearts that even though we’ve 

spent the day in the scorching heat, you treat everyone with the same kindness. Show us Lord 

that you show everyone kindness and if You were really just, none of us would get to go to 

heaven. If we really wanted justice, none of us would be forgiven. So really, we don’t want 
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justice, we want grace and we need more of your grace. Father, help us, especially if we’ve 

been Christians in the church for awhile, to remember that sweetness and that You saved us. 

As we go into Holy Week and think of the cost, I pray that we would take the opportunity to 

use these Holy Week daily growth guides to reflect on what it means to have Your son die on 

the cross, what it means to have Your holy spirit to have led the people to crucify Your son. We 

pray that You would use this time to draw us closer to You. Show us again Your grace. If it 

offends us, show us how we can, once again, fall and weep before You, for the praise of the 

mercy You have shown us.  


