
The Secret to Giving 
Sermon Based Discussion (October 21, 2012) 

Sermon Series: Sermon on the Mount 
 
WARM UP 
1. What is the nicest thing you’ve ever done for someone that no one 

noticed? (just kidding! That question is so self-promoting! The real 
“warm up question” is below.) 
 
 

2. In your work, school, or community, share a time someone tried very 
hard to be noticed or recognized for their contribution or charity. 

 
 
 
 
Do you want to be noticed for the good deeds you do? Most people say 
they don’t, but the Bible teaches that most people do. That’s why Jesus 
warns us against practicing our righteousness before others. In this 
session we will consider how the desire to be noticed motivates our 
generosity in helping others, especially helping the poor or needy. 
 
INTO THE BIBLE (Matthew 6:1-4) 
 
3. What reasons does Jesus give to beware of practicing righteous acts 

before others?  
 
 
 
 
4. What does it mean that those who are noticed by people for their 

righteousness will have no reward in heaven? 
 
 
 
 
UNDERSTANDING 
5. Jesus said “Beware of practicing righteousness before men.” Jesus also 

said, “Let your light shine before men… that they may see your good 
works.”  
Question: How should we understand these teachings together? 
 

 
 

 
6. In the message, Enoch said that God created people with a desire for 

recognition and reward. But instead of seeking that from God, we seek 
recognition and reward from other people. 
 
Question: How is God’s recognition and reward different from man’s 
recognition and reward?  

 
 
 
 
DIFFERENCE 
 
7. When you show generosity or help others, whom do you crave 

recognition from?  
 
 
 
8. How does the gospel—that God fully loves and accepts people who 

have received forgiveness of sins in Christ—help combat the cravings 
for recognition from other people? 

 
 
 
APPLICATION 
9. Enoch pointed out that to live for God’s reward, we must constantly 

bear in mind two truths: 
• One, that God sees all our attempts for generosity, even if no 

one else does. 
• Two, that God will reward and his rewards are worth it! 

 
Question: Which of these two truths do you need God to help you 
remember? 
 
 
 
10. What practical steps can you take this month to do justice and help 

the needy in a way that will not attract attention nor impress others?  
 
 
 
 
FOR REFLECTION 

And without faith it is impossible to please [God], for whoever would 
draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who seek him. (Hebrews 11:6, ESV) 


