
Lifted Up for All to See 
Sermon Based Discussion (March 10, 2013) 

Sermon Series: Lifted Up 
 
WARM UP 
1. Talk about a time when you felt so upset about a purchase or 

experience that you thought about lodging a complaint.  
 
It’s one thing to complain to a business or a service provider. But how do 
we think about complaining to God?  
 
We all have probably complained to God. Those who believe in God have 
complained. And often, those that don’t believe in God gave up that belief 
after a season of complaining to Him and getting no satisfactory response.  
 
In this session, we see the people of Israel complain and wish they could 
go back to Egypt. But God has a good plan for them, and God uses a 
unexpected way to help them see that plan. 
 
INTO THE BIBLE (Matthew 7:24-29) 
2. What were the complaints the people of Israel made? 
 
 
3. How does God respond to their complaints? 
 
After the snakes, the people cry out to God to save them. And God does a 
strange thing. Instead of removing the snakes (like they asked), he made 
a way for people to be saved after being bitten by the snake: look up at a 
bronze serpent on a pole. Ironically, a serpent was also a well-known 
symbol for the Pharaoh and Egypt. 
 
UNDERSTANDING 
4. Why would God use a symbol of Egypt to save his people?  

 
 

5. What’s the difference between sharing your frustrations with God and 
complaining against God?  

 
 

 
 
 
 
DIFFERENCE 
In the message, Enoch said that when we are in a place of complaining, 
sometimes God responds this way: 
 God leaves us in that place 
 Until we see the futility of that place 
 So that when God saves us from that place 
 We will want to never go back to that place 
 
6. What is something you recently are or were complaining about? In 

light of this Scripture, what is one lesson that may apply to your 
situation? 

 
 
APPLICATION 
Verse 7 contains a powerful and practical application. When we realize a 
complaint may be sinful, we need to repent. This involves two steps. First, 
we need to acknowledge that sin and turn from it. But the second step—
and often neglected—is to ask someone to pray for us as we deal with that 
sin.  

 
7. Will you ask a Christian you know to pray daily this week about any 

sinful complaint in your life? Who? 
 
 
GOSPEL CONNECTION 
In this story, God transformed the serpent from a symbol of death and 
despair to a symbol of life and hope. This relates to Easter as we consider 
how God transformed the cross as a symbol of condemnation and death to 
a symbol of forgiveness and life.   
 
 
FOR REFLECTION 

The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have 
spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he 
take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 

( Numbers 21:7, ESV) 
 
 


