
Sermon: Glad Enough to Suffer 

Series: Lion & the Lamb (3) 

Bible Passage: Hebrews 12:1-17 

 

This morning we’re finishing our three part sermon series that Jesus is the Lion and the Lamb. 

Jesus was probably more complex than we think about. He’s not just a lion, this mighty, 

conquering, victorious being, and he’s more than just the lamb that was slain for our sins; he’s 

both at the same time. That’s what makes Him so awesome to worship. 

To recap, we spent the first of our three part series on the idea that Jesus is strong enough to be 

weak. If you want to follow Jesus, you’re not just following this attractive, compelling person. 

You’re following someone who has come to this Earth to look unimpressive, unattractive, and 

undesirable. If you worship that kind of God, that means a lot of things for us as disciples.  

Last week, we talked about Jesus being rich enough to be poor. If you went away from that 

message thinking the message was about giving money to the poor, I have failed you utterly as a 

preacher. The point of last week’s message isn’t about giving. The point of last week’s message is 

to realize that that as we receive from Jesus and that He is rich enough to be poor for our sake. 

As an outflow of that, if that should lead us to be generous, then that’s totally appropriate. 

This week we’re going to talk about glad enough to suffer. I really appreciate what Steve said in 

his prayer because, if you think about it, the church does not need another club. The world does 

not need another humanitarian society. The world needs a church that can handle suffering. The 

world needs Christians, disciples of Jesus that are willing to face justice, poverty, and injustice. 

The world needs to hear of a savior who suffered for them. Your whole concept of Christianity, 

my whole concept of what it means to follow Jesus, has to deeply include both the gladness and 

joy of our savior and strength and the courage to face unquestionable suffering.  

We’ll see this this morning as we take a look at the passage Hebrews chapter 12. I’ve asked the 

whole section, verses 1-17,  to be printed, but the exposition will focus on the beginning, verses 1-

11.  

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by  so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay  

aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race 

that is set before us,2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith,  who for the 



joy  that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the 

right hand of the throne of God. 

3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility  against himself, so that you may  

not grow weary  or fainthearted. 4 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to 

the point of shedding your blood. 5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses 

you as sons? 

“My  son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 

    nor be weary  when reproved by  him. 
6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

    and chastises every  son whom he receives.” 

7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is 

there whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all 

have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.  9 Besides this, we have 

had earthly  fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more 

be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it 

seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good,  that we may  share his 

holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it 

yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by  it. 

12 Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees,  13 and make 

straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may  not be put out of joint  but rather be 

healed. 14 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will 

see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no  “root of 

bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many  become defiled;  16 that no one 

is sexually  immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal.  17 For 

you know that afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he 

found no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears. 

Let’s bow together in prayer. 

Our gracious Father, we know that Jesus is Your son who came to die on the cross. We’ve all 

heard that story and we may or may not believe it. For all of us, it is a little bit foreign to think 

about suffering. I know some of us in this room may have experienced very difficult 

experiences and maybe quite a few of us have actually seen human suffering around the 

world, perhaps up close. I know for myself, I have probably been isolated and shielded from 

much of that suffering because of the opportunity to be born in this country. 

So we pray as think about glad enough to suffer, Jesus as the Lion and the Lamb, both so joyful 

yet so willing to suffer, it doesn’t fit my conception of a human being or even the kind of God 

that would become that person. Father, would You teach me as You teach all of us as we open 



scripture because one does not talk about suffering lightly, given the tremendous suffering in 

this world. 

Lord, we didn’t come to hear from a mere mortal like me. We come to hear from Your Holy 

Spirit as we consider Your word and Your truth. We pray this in Jesus name. Amen. 

 

I wonder if you are like me, and as I prayed, if someone were to ask me, “Enoch, have you ever 

really suffered?” If you’re like me, my brain thinks about some of the difficult experiences I’ve 

had in my life. If you ask me in a moment of pain, I’d say, “Sure! I’ve suffered.” If you asked me 

in a moment of neutral emotional state, I’d think about all the things I have in my life that God 

has blessed me with. As I’m more aware of the world and as I pray about the things that are 

happening around the world, even in the city of Boston, I have to say I really don’t know what it 

means to suffer. I wonder if you and I have realized that to that degree were missing out on what 

it means to know who Jesus is. 

If you have any immigrants in your history, especially if you’re the first or second generation 

born or raised here. To know your ancestors is to know the struggle of what it meant to leave a 

home under difficult circumstances, come to a new land where they were the minority 

ethnically, linguistically, culturally. I can’t know my parents or my grandparents unless I not 

only understand the successes they’ve had in this country by being “prosperous” and having a 

good job, but also appreciate the difficulties and hardships they faced. If you only know me for 

all the good things, you don’t really know me. If I only know you from Sunday mornings and 

social acquaintances, how well do I really know you? If our relationship was based solely only on 

social interactions where I’ve never really known any of your struggles and you’ve never really 

known any of my struggles, I question the depth (not the sincerity) of our relationship.  

Here’s the basic premise: you can’t know someone unless you know not only the easy, joyful 

things in their life, but also the painful, difficult things in their life. The same thing applies to 

knowing Jesus. You can’t know Jesus, I can’t know Jesus, unless we understand not only all the 

things He’s promised and all the amazing things He can do like walk on water, multiply bread, 

and all these fantastic things, but also the unpleasant parts, like when he’s betrayed, ridiculed, 

mocked, hung on a cross and pierced. We can’t know each other unless we go past the nice 

things and really understand the suffering and the pain. In fact, not just the pain from other 



things forced onto me, but also the pain I’ve caused because of the foolish, stupid, naïve 

mistakes.  

This is the heart of the series. If we’re going to know Jesus, follow Jesus, or even reject Jesus 

properly, we need to know not only the places where He was joyful and glad, but also the places 

where He suffered.  

This morning, Lord willing, we’re going to be taking a look at this passage in Hebrews 12 that 

has so much to offer. The point this morning is to consider our Jesus, our savior, who is glad 

enough to suffer. Three points from this message: 

1. What does it mean to endure suffering? 

2. Why should we endure suffering? 

3. How do we endure suffering? 

 

1. What does it mean to endure suffering? 

There is so much in here, but I’m going to try to focus on the author’s main points. To do this, 

we’re going to turn our focus to Hebrews 12: 1-2: 

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by  so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay  

aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race 

that is set before us,2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the 

joy  that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the 

right hand of the throne of God.  3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility 

against himself, so that you may  not grow weary  or fainthearted.   

In one of the more technical commentaries that I’ve read, I found a great way to put endurance. 

I love it and I want to make it the basis of this point because I think it’s from the passage. What 

does it mean to endure suffering? It means this: keep going, even when it’s hard. Keep going 

even when it’s painful. Keep going even it’s becoming uncomfortable and unpleasant. Keep 

going even when it’s difficult. Keep going even when it’s controversial. Keep going even though 

it’s hard. You can’t endure a massage, unless the person has no idea what he or she is doing. You 

can’t endure a wonderful concert, unless you hate music. You can’t endure delicious food, unless 

you’re allergic to it. You can’t endure something that is impressive, attractive, or appealing. By 

definition, you and I can only endure something if it’s hard. You can endure when you begin to 



feel that every fiber in your being wants to stop. At that point you have the choice to endure or 

not endure.  

Perhaps you’re like me in this way. Back in California, they had a physical education 

requirement. In PE, when the teacher told us to run around the field, there’s always the kid who 

runs and then realizes he or she doesn’t want to run anymore and stops running and begins 

walking. There are also the kids, maybe they’re mindless Asian Americans who do what they’re 

told, who keep running. I was that kid. I kept running and I didn’t realize until four years after 

that I was asthmatic. You see from early on that people, when it gets hard, either look for a way 

out or keep going.  

Hardness should have very little to do with whether you do something or not. Most people, 

when they think “should I continue with this course of action?” first think about whether or not 

it’s hard. What does the Bible say? What does our savior say? Hardness should have very little 

say in what we do in life. Our decisions should be driven first by a) what is the loving thing to 

do? and b) what is the right thing to do? Who cares if it’s hard? If you’re a parent and your kid 

was hard, train them out of that. That’s not a question that needs to be asked. If you’re a student 

thinking about a major, you might ask “Is engineering hard?” Who cares? Why does the 

hardness have anything to do with it at all?  

Unless, we think that life is about avoiding hard things. The only reason I would ask “is it 

hard?”, most of the time, is because I don’t want to do it. The Bible says that this is like a 

marathon; you have to endure, run, fight, and continue even when it’s hard. 

There’s this story that I shared last week at family large group about my family’s trip back from 

Baltimore for the Chinese Missions Conference. On the way back, one of my kids was so sick that 

he was vomiting in the car. We’re driving back and because it’s kind of difficult to drive while 

one of your kids is vomiting, we pull over and stop the car. Maybe it’s because I’m a pastor or 

something, but I said, “Well maybe we should pray or something…” when one of my sons says, 

“Yeah, that’s a good idea. We should pray.” We prayed for him. When I stopped praying, the son 

that said we should pray asked, “Baba, why didn’t you just pray that he would stop barfing?” My 

first thought was, “Well, I don’t need to” and my second thought was, “Yes, I could have prayed 

that, but I don’t think that we’re supposed to ask God to take away things just because they’re 

hard.”  



Because we’ve been studying contentment in both the adult large group and the family group 

ministry and because of this sermon series, it has really been convicting my heart. I have a 

confession to make. The confession is this: if God answered all my compulsive prayers, I would 

never have to go through anything hard. That’s just a realization. If God answered every prayer 

that came out of my mouth or mind, I would never have anything hard, I would never do 

anything difficult, and I would never have to persevere through any pain. My impulse is to say, 

“God, make this stop”, “God, change this weather”, “God, make this easier”, or “God, make this 

person nicer.” Everything about my flesh, when I cry out to God, is to remove anything difficult 

or hard. I am totally addicted to ease.  

The challenge here is that if God were to do that for me or you, what would he do? If you were to 

write down all your prayers, you would see a pattern. When do you go to God? You go to God 

when something is hard. What do you and I ask? For God to take that hard thing away. Every 

time someone is sick, we ask God to heal them. Every time someone loses their job, we ask God 

to give them a new one. Every time someone has a relationship problem, we ask God to fix that 

problem. Those things are fine to pray for and they’re good. God desires all those things. He 

desires to heal, to restore, to fix, but maybe he wants us to go through something hard. Maybe 

he wants us to endure.  

If it was up to me and my middle class American upbringing, there would be nothing hard about 

Christianity. I don’t even like inconvenience. It bothers me when I have to wait extra minutes at 

the grocery story. It bothers me when my internet lags. It bothers me when someone is holding 

up the line at the grocery store because they’re using their smartphone and their internet is 

lagging. It bothers me in all sorts of ways because I don’t like to be inconvenienced. Here’s the 

interesting thing. If I asked everyone, “Are you willing to suffer for God?”, everyone would yell, 

“Yeah! Because Jesus suffered!” But here’s the thing: will you and I be willing to be 

inconvenienced for God? Not give up everything even though we’re supposed to do that, but 

would you be willing to suffer inconvenience?  

What does it mean to endure? First of all, it means you have to go through something hard. At 

the moment it’s hard, we have to say, “God, I know my impulse is to ask you to fix it and make 

things better.” The Bible says Jesus was so joyful, so glad, that he was willing to endure hostility, 

the shame, the cross. He kept going even when it was hard. That is what it means to endure. No 

matter how easy or hard it is, we keep going. We need to ask ourselves: do you keep going when 



it gets hard? Do I keep going when it gets hard? Does our church keep going when it gets hard? 

Does our community keep going when it gets hard? 

If you’re like me, you might ask, “Well, if option A and option B are the same, why go for the 

harder one? Why go through difficult things? Why does God let difficult things happen?” If the 

first point is this: Enduring suffering means keep going even when it’s hard. Now we’re going to 

look at the second point. 

 

2. Why should we endure suffering? 

The first reason is this: when God the Father lets you go through hard things, it proves He loves 

you. It’s not evidence that he doesn’t love you. It is proof that He cares about you, not that He 

forgot about you. It is proof that you are His child, not evidence to the contrary. Let’s take a look 

at the passage starting with verse 4: 

 4 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your 

blood. 5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? 

“My  son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 

    nor be weary  when reproved by  him. 
6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

    and chastises every  son whom he receives.” 

7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is 

there whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all 

have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.  9 Besides this, we have 

had earthly  fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more 

be subject to the Father of spirits and live?  

First of all, this whole issue of the concept of “sons”. There is value in being gender neutral and 

explain things because I understand that the audience is not all male. However, in the ancient 

world, to call them sons is higher than calling them sons and daughters. Before we project our 

modern sentiments and sensibilities on that, we need to understand that. If the author had 

changed it to “sons and daughters”, that’s pretty good, but no because everyone in the ancient 

world knows that sons have higher rank and status. For the author to say that all of you are sons, 

he’s not saying you are all male. He’s saying that you all have the authority, highest privileges in 

God. That’s quite radical, really. Everything you think the first born son would get, you get 



because you are God’s children. This is the highest position you could give anyone in your 

household.  

“You are my sons, and therefore I am going to discipline you.” Have you ever been a little kid 

playing on some three-story structure and your mom yells at you to come down from it. You say, 

“Mom… why can’t I play? So-and-so is playing…” and the answer you get is, “Well, they’re not 

my child!” Do you ever think like me and think, “What? I can’t play on there because I’m your 

kid and all those other parents are loving? I wish you were not my parent (at least right now).” I 

wonder if you’ve ever thought that about God, perhaps while listening to a preacher go on about 

how God disciplines His children.  

What would the opposite be? The opposite would be: you can do whatever you want. You can 

come and go as you please. You can hang out with whoever you want. You can stay up as late as 

you want. You can eat whatever you want. You can use as much internet as you can. You can 

study as little or as much as you want. Because I love you… is that how it works?  

No. The fiercer the love, the more you want certain things for people. If you see a friend at 

school starting a relationship that is bad, you think, “Oh, that’s not going to end well”. However, 

if it’s your best friend, how can you sit by without raising the topic? If you see someone you sort 

of know making some terrible choice about career, you’d think, “Oh, that’s probably not wise.” 

But if it’s your sibling, how could you not say, “Tell me why again you’re leaving this job to go to 

that job? I don’t really get it…” If you have a child and you care about their future, how could you 

not fiercely want the best for them? So much so that you have to pull back and realize that you 

can’t control them and they have to make their own choices. The happy medium is this: the fact 

that the heavenly Father lets us go through hard things proves that he loves us, not that He 

doesn’t care. If He didn’t care, why would He bother at all? If He didn’t care, why would He even 

notice?  

Whenever I go to a wedding and they’re reading something aloud to the parents, I’ve never 

heard the statement, “I wish you never disciplined me.” Every person probably thinks or says: I 

probably deserved to get disciplined more and thank you  for forcing me to study, eat the right 

things, go to  church, continue in those art lessons, forcing me to do those things I didn’t want to 

do because now I’m old enough to say I really want to do it. In fact, my siblings and I have been 

upset with my parents because they didn’t make us stay in Chinese school and piano lessons. I 

know some adults today who are angry with their parents because when they were younger, they 



had so much freedom as a teenager. Now that they are older, they realize they probably needed 

more discipline from their parents. 

Discipline from a heavenly Father is God letting you go through a hard thing. Yes, God is loving, 

but how does this relate to discipline? Let’s take a look starting in verse 10:  

10 For they  disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us 

for our good, that we may  share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems 

painful rather than pleasant, but later it y ields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those 

who have been trained by it. 

First of all, the heavenly Father knows what you’re going through. He is letting you endure 

suffering or is giving it to you as a form of discipline because He loves you. He wants you to be 

holy. He wants you to be like His son Jesus. He wants to work on your life and my life.  

This is so profound because the author contrasts the heavenly Father and earthly parents in two 

ways. The first way is evidenced in verse 10:  

10 For they  disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us 

for our good, that we may  share his holiness. 

Every parent I’ve ever met realizes that they made some mistakes. They feel that they should 

have been more severe on certain issues or more lenient on other issues. Every parent knows 

they are not perfect, but it was the best they could do at the time. Parents have to live with this 

tension and guilt that maybe they didn’t do it all perfectly. Earthly parents do what seems best at 

the time. That’s why when parents have their first kid, they worry about everything, but when 

the second or third kid comes around, they’re less cautious. At some point, you learn more and 

worry less.  

The whole idea is that parents do what’s best. Let’s contrast that with the heavenly Father who 

has never known what is not best. He always knows what’s best. That’s the first difference. God 

training us for holiness is not like parents getting better and more skilled at parenting with each 

successive child. God always knows what’s best. He always does what’s best, even if it doesn’t 

seem that way to us. 

The second difference is more pertinent to most of us. There are a lot of us who aren’t teenagers 

or even children anymore; we’re adults. In this society, rarely is it okay for our parents to call 

and say, “You shouldn’t have done that son. I’m going to come over there and ground you.” In 



fact, if you’re a college student, your parents are quickly realizing that they don’t have or are 

quickly losing control over you. What the heavenly Father does is different. Earthly parents 

discipline us only until adulthood. The heavenly Father never stops disciplining us. We will 

never reach a point in spiritual maturity where God doesn’t need to discipline you anymore. You 

and I will never be far enough in our spiritual walk where we won’t need the loving, wise, perfect 

discipline of God.  

In most of your life, the people who discipline you, parents, teachers, authorities, at some point, 

all stop disciplining you. Sometimes in your situations, you’re the boss and you’re the authority. 

Who disciplines you? No one! Unlike every other human experience, the older we get, the 

heavenly Father never stops disciplining us. I don’t even think He lowers the rate of His 

discipline. I think that as He looks down on us and recognizes that we’re a little bit more mature, 

instead of only telling us one thing at a time, He tells us ten things at a time. Let’s take a look a 

look at that verse again.  

10 For they  disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us 

for our good, that we may  share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems 

painful rather than pleasant, but later it y ields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those 

who have been trained by it. 

The more you grow as a Christian, the more you’re trained, the more God says, “I’m going to 

give you a tougher work out because you’re trained and I love you. Now that you can handle a 

tougher workout, I’m going to give you more.” Teenage years can be rough and high school and 

college problems can be tricky, but I can promise you that adult problems blow all those other 

problems out of the water. As we grow in holiness, we never stop needing the loving discipline of 

the heavenly Father. 

Why should we endure? Not because we’ve grown up to a certain point, but because we are 

always to be growing in holiness. Why should we endure? Because your Father never stops 

loving you, never stops training for you, never stops thinking about you passionately  about how 

you can become more like Him and experience His grace. The heavenly Father never stops 

disciplining you. The heavenly Father will never stop loving you. He will never stop disciplining 

you for as long as you live. Nothing takes that away. That’s why we can endure and keep going 

even when it’s hard. 

What does it mean to endure? Keep going, even when it’s hard. Why should we endure? Because 

it is proof that the Father loves us and so that we can become holy. The next point is about how. 



3. How do we endure? 

There are numerous ways here, but what I’d like to share only two main ways from this passage. 

The first way goes all the way back to verse 1: 

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by  so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay  

aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely 

Now, if you’re going to run the race, in those ancient days, they would strip down and run. They 

wouldn’t wear their flowy, Greek robes. They would just take off everything that they did not 

need. The basic idea here is this: if you want to endure, you have to take off certain things. You 

have to put down certain things. You have to lay aside certain things. 

You know who knows this concept best? Video game geeks. In video games and role playing 

games, characters only have a limited amount of things they can carry with them. Video game 

geeks know that if they find a new item, but they only have so much space, and so they need to 

get rid of something they’re already carrying to make room for the new item. That is why the 

most popular hack or cheat is the ability to carry an infinite amount of items. This never 

happens in real life. In reality, you can’t carry it all.  

When it says to put aside a weight and a sin, most of us know to clearly put aside sin. Sin 

interferes with our communion with God, and that’s important. If you have a sin, the Bible says 

that it potentially causes problems and messes up your decisions. If you’re sinning against God 

in a repetitive or secretive way, you’re not going to experience Jesus as much. There is so much 

more I could say, but what I want to stress is what the author stresses. 

 The author lists both weight and sin; he is making a contrast between the two. There are two 

things that hold you back: sins, things you know you should not do, and weights. What is a 

weight? A weight is something that is not necessarily wrong, but holds you back. A weight is 

something that in-of-itself is not sinful, but it is preventing you from running a good race. A 

weight is something you may even find good, something you want to keep around, but it is a 

major hindrance to your discipleship of Jesus Christ.  

If we want to talk about sins, we can go there. I have sins in my life that are holding me back 

from following Jesus full on, but let’s talk about weights. Stop looking at pornography, stop 

being so jealous, stop being so greedy, those are painful, embarrassing things, but normal. Let’s 

talk about weights. You have something perfectly good and normal in your life, but the spirit is 

saying “You need to put that down. That’s not what I have for you and you need to endure 



longer.” It might be a great job opportunity, a new educational opportunity, a prestigious school 

or career, etc. The hardest weights are the weights that are so good to keep on. They look good, 

they feel good, and they’re not that heavy. In fact, if you put the weight down, someone might 

come up behind you and pick it up right afterwards because it’s a good thing. The Bible says that 

maybe God is calling you to keep on going even when it’s hard and sometimes that means 

putting down an incredibly good opportunity.  

I don’t know what you should do and no one else honestly does. You need to desperately seek 

God, pray to Him, talk to godly men and women to seek their counsel. Remember, just because 

it is easy doesn’t mean we should do it and just because it’s good doesn’t mean we should keep 

it. We all have to make choices. This is the time to think about this. What is a weight in your life? 

What is something that is quite good in a lot of ways, but if you were to be honest with me, you 

would say, “Enoch, this thing that is actually good is hindering my relationship with Jesus 

Christ.” That is hard to identify, but that is actually where a lot of us have work to do. That is 

where we need to say, “Father, I have to endure. Give me the strength.” 

Firstly, how do you endure suffering? You do it by staying in the same place, by continuing what 

you’re doing, by putting down a weight that may be very good, maybe something you prayed for, 

maybe something God wants you to have down the road, but right now He’s saying this: That 

thing, that relationship, that hobby, is stopping you from fully following Jesus. Yes, it’s the kind 

of weight that the second you put it down, someone else might snatch it up, but it might not 

weigh them down the way it weighs you down. 

If we don’t constantly ask God, “Is this a sin? Do I need to lay this aside? Show me. Father what 

is a weight in my life? How can I simplify and really follow Jesus without anything holding me 

back?” 

Secondly, how do you endure suffering? Again, there are a lot of things in here but because of 

the author’s emphasis of this and because of how rare it is here at BCEC, it is on my heart to 

share this with you. The second way we endure is this: by hearing and sharing suffering of 

others. A vital strategy that you and I need to have to endure suffering is to hear the suffering of 

others and share your own sufferings with others. Let’s take a look at Hebrews 12:1: 

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by  so great a cloud of witnesses, 

You might ask, “What is this cloud of witnesses?” Well, if you go back to chapter 11 :4,  



4 By  faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he 

was commended as righteous, God commending him by  accepting his gifts. And through 

his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5 By  faith Enoch was taken up so that he should 

not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was 

taken he was commended as having pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to 

please him, for whoever would draw near to Go dmust believe that he exists and that he 

rewards those who seek him. 7 By  faith Noah, being warned by  God concerning events as 

yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the sav ing of his household. By  this he 

condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by  faith. 

8 By  faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place  that he was to receive 

as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By  faith he went to 

live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs 

with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to  the city that 

has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 11 By  faith Sarah herself received 

power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered  him faithful who 

had promised.  

Almost all these examples are difficult and hard examples. Why does the writer tell us a list of all 

these people who have gone through difficult things? Let’s take a look at Hebrews 11:32: 

32 And what more shall I say ? For time would fail me to tell 

of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— 33 who 

through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises,  stopped the 

mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made 

strong out of weakness, became mighty  in war, put foreign armies to flight.35 Women 

received back their dead by  resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, 

so that they  might rise again to a better life. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and 

even chains and imprisonment. 37 They  were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were 

killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, 

mistreated— 38 of whom the world was not worthy —wandering about in deserts and 

mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 39 And all these, though commended 

through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 since God had provided 

something better for us, that apart from us they  should not be made perfect. 

You know what I need? Probably what you need. I need to hear more of the real suffering of 

other Christians. You know what you need from me? You need to hear more of me and other 

people sharing with you our sufferings. We need to know that we are not alone in suffering. We 

need to know what others have gone through. We need to know all the great legacies. 

If you walk around Boston and you statues all around, you ’d find that almost all of them are 

Christian. Almost all of them did amazing things like facing justices and almost all the 

organizations are not Christian anymore, which is kind of unfortunate and kind of ironic. We 

need to know the richness in our own families. If we’ve got Christian parents or grandparents, 

I ’m sure they could tell you stories that could shock you and/or encourage you. What is missing 



from my life and probably yours is hearing of the sufferings of other Christians. We need to hear 

it because the writer says that when you hear these things, you ’ll realize that Jesus is not the role 

model of your faith; he is the author and the perfector of your faith. The more you hear about 

people who are going through hard things in the world, in your small group, in your Sunday 

school class, the more encouraged and humbled you will become.  

We need to hear about Jesus dying on the cross, not as a guilt trip. If you know Jesus as a guilt-

inducing, ultimate unfair card, you need to experience Jesus as the completer and perfector of 

our faith. You need to experience Jesus on the cross as an inspiration and an aspiration. You 

need to experience Jesus on the cross as an enabler, a strengthener, as a hope. Let me say it this 

way: thinking about Jesus suffering is not enough. The Bible says this in a number of different 

ways. You need to know and I need to know the sufferings of others. 

We started this talk by saying you can’t really know someone unless you know not only their 

victories, their joys, and their happiness, but also you need to know their sufferings, what haunts 

them, what scares them, what makes them ashamed. You need to know even if it’s because of 

some of their choices. If you’re in a small group, you need to go and share. You want to be deep? 

You don’t go deep by sharing your deepest sin. If you want to go deep, share with them what is 

really hard for you right now, even if it feels like you’re complaining or just dumping things on 

people.  

I wouldn’t be surprised if, as you hear about people in this church, you find that there is a great 

cloud of witnesses here. I have had the privilege of hearing of many of your terrible choice and 

stories. I need to hear them. I need to go to hospitals and see people dying of diseases, yet see 

their faith purified. As much as I wish that God would take them out of that pain, part of me 

says, “As long as they are in this pain, you are using this to encourage me.” They are truly 

enduring with joy like our savior who was glad enough to suffer for His heavenly Father and for 

us. 

My friends, what is a weight you have? What is a situation you are in right now that God is 

saying to keep going and endure even though it’s hard? God may want you there because He 

loves you and because He is training you. This might be your opportunity to share how hard it is 

and how difficult it is. I need you to tell me your stories and we need to hear stories from each 

other. That’s how we can all together, in Christ, have the joy and the gladness to be suffering. 

Let’s pray together. 



 

Our heavenly Father, as we’ve heard, the world does not need just another happy church, 

another nice, religious institution. The world needs to know Christians who are willing to 

suffer. The world needs to know of a savior that came and embraced suffering, became one of 

us that He might conquer as the Lion through being slain as the Lamb. He was so rich that He 

was willing to become poor for our sake and He was so strong to become weakness. Because of 

the joy set before Him, He endured the cross, despite the shame, because of His love for You 

and His love for us. 

Lord, do that to us. Make BCEC a church that keeps going, individually and as a body, when 

things are hard. Lord, I pray for that and cry out to that for myself, my church, my family. If 

anyone here is not a Christian, help them understand that Christianity is about following a 

god that chose the hardest thing in the universe, and in that, suffered with the greatest joy 

we’ve ever seen. Move in our hearts, we ask.  

 


