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The theme is Dig Deep and that means digging deep into God’s Word to going deep with 

God. When we think of this theme, one of the things about digging deep into God’s 

Word is studying and learning it. So the theme is really about how God has given us His 

Word, which we now have as the Bible, to grow closer to Him and to know more about 

Him. This morning, we’re going to spend time on Deuteronomy 6:1-9: 

“1These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach 

you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2 so that you, 

your children and their children after them may fear the Lord your God as long as you 

live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy 

long life. 3 Hear, Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that 

you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, the 

God of your ancestors, promised you.4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 

one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your 

hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and 

when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as 

symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the 

doorframes of your houses and on your gates.” 

Many of you come from backgrounds where your parents are very passionate about you 

getting a good education – so much so that they have to devise a strategy. What I mean 

is this: I’ll tell you strategies I had in California that you don’t have here. In California, 

when I grew up, we would take classes during school. Now, when we finished our class, 

we had summer school. 

Here in this state [Massachusetts], summer school is not necessarily for people who are 

high achieving and passionate about school. As I came to Massachusetts, I learned that 

summer school is for people who need a little bit of help. Maybe they failed, need to 

make up school work, or need to repeat a grade. That’s what summer school was. Not so 

for me. 

When I finished 8th grade and was transitioning to high school, I enrolled in summer 

school the summer before my freshman year. I didn’t just take enrichment or some 



improvement course. My parents enrolled me in biology, which the average student 

takes in 10th grade, the above average student takes in 9th grade, and the stereotypical 

Asian student, like me, takes in the summer before 9th grade. We took an entire year of 

biology in one summer: four hours of lecture, two quizzes a day, and two major exams. 

So why? So Enoch could rest in 9th grade? So Enoch could let the biological truth 

percolate in my mind? No, so I could take chemistry in 9th grade, AP Biology in 

10th grade, and AP Physics in 11th grade. These are nerdy strategies. You have strategies. 

We all have strategies. You can think about the strategies your parents devise for you to 

do well and get what you want. Maybe they want you to go to a good school. They tell 

you you have to battle to get good grades and do well on your tests, like the SATs, APs, 

or SAT IIs. 

My friends in Medford, MA, where we live, want to be successful as well, but have a 

different definition of success. Their success isn’t being an engineer (they probably 

wouldn’t think that’s very exciting). They’re idea of success is being a cop. Just like my 

Asian parents, the parents have intentionally mapped out their kid’s way to success. “If 

you want to be a cop in this state, these are the things you need to do…” 

Whatever your goal is, whether or not you want to be a cop or go to a good school or 

have a good dating relationship, you need a good strategy. Here’s the strategy that we’re 

going to talk about this weekend, God willing. The strategy is this: even if you don’t 

know God personally or if you don’t call yourself a Christian, there is a God who loves 

you. There is a God who made you. There is a God who actually has the right to ask you 

a few things because He owns everything and He has given us an incredible strategy of 

how to get to know Him and follow Him. 

This morning, as an introductory message, is about how we really go deep. We’ll be 

studying Deuteronomy 6:1-9, a famous Hebrew passage. If you have any Jewish friends, 

ask them what the “Shema” is. They will recite to you, “Here oh Israel, the Lord is our 

God. The Lord is one. Blessed be the Name of His glorious kingdom forever and ever. 

And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your might.”And we’re going to talk about that because here in this passage, they talk 

about how you can learn to love God more. Isn’t that great? 

We’re going to see two things today. I’m going to hide the second point for now, but 

here’s the first point. Very simple. 



1. God wants us to obey Him. 

Now, you might be thinking, “duh”, but if you think about it, this is really sad. I’ve never 

actually preached this as a main point before. Maybe I assumed it, and maybe you did 

too. But this is so important that the Lord tells Moses to tell the people to obey the 

command. Let’s take a look. Deuteronomy 6:1-6: 

“1These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach 

you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2 so that you, 

your children and their children after them may fear the Lord your God as long as you 

live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy 

long life. 3 Hear, Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that 

you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, the 

God of your ancestors, promised you.4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 

one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts.” 

So you guys understand this. God commands. Why? “I’m giving you commands in this 

passage so that you may have a long life in the land flowing with milk and honey.” The 

idea here is God is so good. Although He commands these things for our own benefit, 

don’t be mistaken, these are still commands. Break them at your own personal harm. 

For example, you know that you [the students] have to put sun block on and the 

counselors have to do the sunscreen spraying thing. Students sometimes go “I don’t 

want to wear sun block” and we’ll say “well look at your arms; they’re all red” and the 

student will say “well it doesn’t hurt!” Well okay, let’s just ask ourselves. If you get 

sunburn, does it shorten the lives of my family members? Probably not. If you get a 

sunburn, except for the fact that I’ll be sad for you, does it hurt me? No, you’re the one 

who is going to have increased chance of skin cancer. 

God tells the nation of Israel collectively: “Obey my Word. I want you as a nation to live 

long in the land. You will be blessed if your laws are based upon my commands and if 

you follow my decrees.” This is what it really comes down to: God specifically says you 

have to obey His commands and you have to know the Word of God to obey His 

commands.  Now, this is really weird. Why does He want us to obey His commands? 

How do obeying God’s commands lead to this life? It’s kind of a weird thing. 

  



2. The more you obey the commands of God, the more you will grow in love 

for God and the more you will grow in fear of God 

Let’s see this. This is really strange because love and fear don’t really associate with each 

other. Love and fear don’t work together. Deuteronomy 6:1-6: 

“1These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach 

you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2 so that you, 

your children and their children after them may fear the Lord your God as long as you 

live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy 

long life. 3 Hear, Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that 

you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, the 

God of your ancestors, promised you.4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 

one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts.” 

Let’s just stop and think. Obey the commands of God so that you can learn to fear the 

Lord. You should love the Lord your God by keeping the commands in your hearts. Do 

you know why some of you really want to grow in the Lord? One of the reasons why 

people like me and you get stifled or stuck is because we had a half prayer like: “God, 

help me to love you more.” The Bible doesn’t just tell you to love God, but fear God. The 

most common command in the Bible, numerously, is: “do not fear”, but God is worthy of 

fear. What does this passage say? “I’m going to raise your children, so that their children 

fear the Lord.” You cannot grow in love without growing in fear. You cannot grow in fear 

without growing in love. You need both. 

The great part about the Chronicles of Narnia is Aslan the lion. Lucy, the little girl, is 

talking to one of the characters about Aslan. What is Aslan like? He’s the protector, the 

guardian of Narnia, and the son of the emperor. Lucy says, “Oh okay, he’s safe?” The 

character responds, “Oh. No… Aslan is not safe…” Yes, he is the protector and, as you 

know, at the end of the story, he actually gives his life to save Narnia. 

God. God is your creator. He loves you. He made you. He gave His son to die on the 

cross for you and gives His Holy Spirit to help you obey Him. Oh, so God’s safe? Are you 

kidding me? He’s God. He’s more powerful and smarter than anything you’ve ever seen. 

If you’re intimidated by smart people… if you’re intimidated by big, strong people… then 

what is God to you? There is nothing safe about God. He’s so powerful. The more you 

learn about both, the more you’ll grow. Here’s the nature of God. If you only think God 

is fuzzy wuzzy, you can’t love Him. Honestly, we think our problem is that we don’t love 



God enough. Let the Bible help us. The reason we don’t love God is as much is because 

we keep thinking we need to love God more, but we just need to know what kind of god 

God is. 

My grandmother passed away this year, so my whole family went to her funeral in 

California. I’m reading the eulogy and my mom and some of my cousins are sharing. I 

heard about my grandmother’s life and how she had to deal with raising four kids (five 

but one died) by herself when her husband got depressed and later died. The more you 

hear about not just the story of people immigrating, but your ancestors immigrating, 

two things happen: you grow in respect and, because you grow in respect, you grow in 

love. If you asked me, “Enoch, do you love your grandmother?” I’d say “Of course I love 

my grandmother!” But do you know how my love for her grows? It just doesn’t grow by 

saying or writing “I love you” over and over. Love is fueled by the increase of respect and 

pure awe. As I learned about whom she is and what she’s already done for me, my love 

for her grows because I learn more about her. 

The Bible is the Word that God has given you to learn more about Him. As you sit there 

during a message, reading the Bible, listening to the sermon, or singing a song with 

great tune, message, or words, you can feel your love grow. It’s not that you all of a 

sudden became more loving. It’s that you probably realized something about God that 

you didn’t realize before. You grow in fear and you grow in love. You grow in fear by 

keeping His commands. That is a really strange thing. 

Sometimes we think, “If I’m going to obey God more, I need to love Him more because if 

I love God more, I’ll obey Him more.” That isn’t the order it says here. See what comes 

first in Deuteronomy 6: 1-2: 

“These are the commands, decrees, laws the Lord your god directed me to teach you to 

observe in the land. I want you to do these things when you go into the land, so that 

your kids and their kids may fear the Lord by keeping these commands.” 

Don’t wait around and say “I’ll wait until I really fear and love God, then I’ll obey God.” 

This sounds familiar because it’s the same case with forgiveness. You don’t wait around 

until you feel like apologizing to apologize. You don’t wait until you feel like forgiving 

someone to forgive someone because you may never feel like forgiving. By saying sorry 

or forgiving, God softens your heart. Same thing here. If you obey these commands, you 

will fear God. You want to love God more? Obey. By obeying and learning about Him, 

you fear God more. As the fear and reverence increases, so your love. 



You know why you’re going to love your parents more in twenty years than you do 

today? You might think you’ll love them because they’ll pay for your wedding, help you 

buy a house, give you a car, or pay for college. If you’ve ever gone to weddings, you know 

what everyone says? “Thank you for raising me. You did that awhile ago and still 

probably doing that. Thank you for doing that.” And you know what you’ll say to your 

parents when you have kids? You probably won’t say, “thank you for bringing me 

diapers”. On one hand you might say, “This is so much work” and then look at your 

parents and they’ll smile back. You will all of a sudden ask, “Did I cry this much? Did my 

diapers smell this much?” It’s because when you get older, when your love increases, it’s 

not because you’re learning new things, but you’re appreciating what your parents have 

already done for you. 

When we go to heaven or hell, I think one of the things people can’t see is all that God 

has done. In heaven, we’ll have the opportunity to recount every little thing God has 

done for us and we’ll say “God that was you? Thanks God.” Do you know how we get 

there? By digging deep into God’s Word. 

First thing, God says “I want you to obey my commands. I want you to follow and keep 

these things to bless you.” How do we do that? Do we wait to love God more? Because 

the more I love God the more I’ll listen to God? There’s some truth in that but that’s only 

half the picture. The real picture starts here: the more you read God’s Bible and obey it, 

the Holy Spirit, somehow, in its kindness, allows our hearts to grow in love. It’s not 

mechanical, like for every sentence I read I will love God 0.04% more. It doesn’t work 

that way. You know this too because you’ve read and stared at the Bible and you say, 

“Well, I don’t feel anything”. That’s what the next message is about. How do you read 

the Bible so you don’t just sit there and say “I don’t feel anything.” How do you read it so 

that when you read it, you increase in fear and respect for God which drives up your 

love, which makes you want to obey God more. So how do we do this? Moses gives us 

two examples. Let’s look at Deuteronomy 6:4-9: 

“4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments 

that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk 

about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie 

down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on 

your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.” 



You know what? About six years ago, this would not have made much practical sense to 

people. However, today, in this glorious modern age, you and I know exactly what that 

means, but we don’t do it with the Bible, we do it with each other. You and I may have a 

computer in front of us the rest of the day. Or as you get older, you will have a computer 

and a phone and another device. All day, we are getting tweeted, Instagramed, Facebook 

messaged, vined, and whatever else is the newest thing. We’re getting bombarded with 

input. 

Here’s what he’s saying. If you really want to grow in God’s word, you have to think 

about it, eat it, sleep it, dream it, all the time. How much Bible do you get a week? How 

much media do you get a week? How much internet do you get a week? Let’s be 

conservative: two hours of internet, three hours of music, four hours of TV, six hours of 

school each day. Fifteen hours of input a day that is not the Bible. Over five days 

(weekdays), that’s 75 hours of input. How much Bible do you think the average teenager 

takes in? Can you even give them an hour a day? A week? One hour of Bible a week. 75 

hours of everything else. And yet, do you know what parents do?  They wonder, “I don’t 

understand why my kid doesn’t want to go to church more or isn’t growing in God 

more.” 

Imagine if you had to learn a foreign language with one hour a week. I would call that 

virtually hopeless. What if everyone felt like they should learn this foreign language? “I 

feel like I should really learn this foreign language more, but I just don’t have time.” 

That’s what a Christian teenager is today. They feel like they should read the Bible more, 

but they haven’t made any time and haven’t figured out what they’re going to cut out in 

order to make time to get more Bible. 

And then, look at our non-Christian friends. Have you ever wondered why, even though 

you’re a Christian and you go to church and you even serve, but you look no different? 

Here’s why. If we both eat 90 pieces of bacon, but I eat one piece of broccoli, that doesn’t 

make me healthier than you. For you non-Christians [here], no wonder why you feel not 

too different from the Christians. You’re getting the same amount of Bible. You’re 

digging shallow. It is not a matter of discipline. It’s not because you’re a bad Christian. 

It’s a matter of obeying and doing. The more you do and obey, the more you’ll 

understand who God is and what He’s done for you. The more to understand who God 

is, the more you’ll love Him. The more you love God, the more you’ll read the Bible. The 

more you read the Bible, the more you’ll fear and respect and love Him more and the 

more you’ll obey. It comes from there.You shouldn’t feel more terrible as a Christian 



because one hour versus 75 hours. You should feel convicted that maybe our lives, mine 

too, aren’t in order. 

Go back to Deuteronomy 6:2:  

“2 so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the Lord…” 

You have to pass on your fear. I love Star Wars and by God’s grace, my kids love Star 

Wars. I love reading and by God’s grace, they love reading too. I love video games, and 

by the fact that I like video games, my kids have picked up an appreciation for video 

games. Whatever I like is going to influence my family and, because I’m a pastor, it’s 

going to influence your staff and influence you. 

This is how you and I are to fear the Lord. He is talking to whole families. You’re fear of 

God should be so real that your grandchildren that aren’t even born yet will experience 

your fear of God and it will rub off on Him. Isn’t that great? What I want you to 

understand is not “If I love God more, I’ll obey”. No. God has made things a lot simpler. 

Even if you obey for the wrong reasons, God in His mercy let’s that work its way into our 

hearts. Either disobey or obey, I’d rather you obey for the wrong reasons. 

We’re going to dig deep this weekend. There’s a connection maybe we have never seen in 

the Bible before. Fearing God is connected to loving God. How? They grow together. 

How? When you obey and know God’s more and when you learn who He is and what 

He’s done for you. 

  

 


